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Mission and Vision Statements  

Jasper—Yellowhead   

     Historical Society   

Mid Summer 2018 

The Jasper-Yellowhead Historical Society will promote 
awareness, understanding and appreciation of our regional 

heritage, both natural and cultural, to the residents and visitors 
of our community.  

 
The Jasper-Yellowhead Historical Society will be recognized by 

park residents and visitors as a dynamic, high profile, 
community oriented organization. It will play a lead role in 
delivering effective, high quality programs, services and 

products about Jasper’s cultural history, particularly within a 
museum environment. On its own and in partnership with 

others, JYHS will be the community’s first choice for learning 
about the area’s past, for contributing artifacts and archival 
materials, and for choosing a credible, reliable partner to 

promote Jasper’s heritage values. 

A Walking Tour of the Jasper Internment Camp was 
held Sunday, August 12th at 2:00pm, with an Opening 
Reception from 3pm – 6pm  in the Jasper Museum.   

Meet at the Old Fort Point Parking Lot for the walking 
tour where we will be featuring a very special guest 

Marsha Skrypuch.  
  

Marsha is a very renowned author who has written a number of 
books and children’s books on the topic of internment; Marsha’s 
grandfather was interned in Jasper and managed to escape. 
Following the walking tour join us back at the museum for a wine 
and cheese 
reception from 
3pm – 6pm. 
Marsha will be 
doing a reading 
from one of her 
books and we will 
be joined by a 
representative 
from the Canadian 
War Museum and 
from the 
Endowment 
Council of the 
Canadian First 
World War 
Internment 
Recognition Fund. 



Outgoing President’s Message.  AGM 2018  
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 In 2017 the Jasper- Yellowhead Historical Society did some 
of the same old things tried a few new things, and made 
plans for the future. 
 
The Board and many dedicated volunteers raised over 
$25,000 in our perennial events: the Canada Day BBQ and 
Beer Garden, Festival of Trees, Hop Scotch Festival, etc. as 
we have in the past.  We must remind ourselves that these 
events not only raise money for the Museum, they raise 
awareness of our organization and support community 
initiatives such as Canada Day and Jasper in January. 
 
The Museum exhibits, as usual, were top notch and unique. 
There was great attendance and feedback for the mixed 
display of painting and beadwork from Lisa Sheppard and 
Kristi Bridgeman. Peter Murphy’s exhibit of the logging 
operation in the Whirlpool Valley- Cutting Ties- was a great 
blend of historic scholarship and a visually engaging display 
and very well received. 

 
Evening talks were well attended with record crowds coming out for Peter Murphy’s talk on his 
research and as well for Dale Portman and Kathy Calvert’s double book launch.  It was great to see 
new people discovering the value of museum programming. 
 
Along with the tried and true, were ventures into the unknown! Most importantly, we hired a new 
Manager. Since last April, Robert Hubick has been leading our team at the Museum. Coming from a 
background in business, marketing, museums and museum boards, Rob has moved into the role 
well and started a few new initiatives. A great debt of thanks goes out to our former manager Karen 
Byers who emerged from her Archives office to fill in for the few months that we would require to hire 
a manager. That few months was closer to a year and we appreciate Karen’s patience. 
 
Right from the start Rob jumped into action. He has helped coordinate a collaborative promotion with 
Mountain Galleries, Habitat for Arts and JAG. A pamphlet called Art Walk was designed and paid for 
by Mountain Galleries and it encouraged visitors interested in arts and culture to visit all four 
partners. 
 
A very important first-time event for the Society was the Casino we worked in February 2017. For 
hours and effort invested, this fundraiser was very productive and we are in line to work another 
Casino as soon as we are eligible approximately another 2 years from now. 
 
An exciting event for the Museum and Society was the instillation of Jasper’s first bronze statue 
outside the Museum, Kookum.  This instillation was the results of the joint work of the Aseniwuche 
Winewak Nation of Canada and Museum staff, in particular our former manager Andy Klimach. The 
statue, along with a companion exhibit in the Museum, is part of an ongoing program to recognize 
role of First Nations people in the region’s history. 
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Outgoing President’s Message.  AGM 2018….comtinued 

 
And while we are outside the building, a project that began last year and will be finishing in 2018 will 
be a Geological Rock Garden. This project is being planned in conjunction with other outdoor 
signage interpreting the mountain peaks visible from our deck, as well an indoor geological display 
to be situated integrated into our main gallery.  We believe these additions will be a wonderful 
enhancement to our existing gallery, uplift the curb appeal of our lot, and help us fulfill an important 
element of our mandate- the interpretation of the natural history of the National Park. All of this will 
be possible, because of a very generous donation from Geologist Eric Mountjoy’s family. 
 
As for the future, we have done what historical societies often do when planning ahead and that is 
look to the past. When we looked back, we realized one piece of unfinished business was our Donor 
Wall - it had not been updated for years. It was not for lack of interest but the cost of new brass 
nameplates had become prohibitively expensive. Finally, it was determined we would have to start 
from scratch with a new design and I hope you agree that the results are attractive and will be much 
easier to update. Thank-you’s go out to Anna Marie Couture, Karen Byers and Rob Hubick for 
bringing that project to completion. As well, we are extremely grateful to Tekarra Colour for donating 
the materials and drafting for the wall. 
 
Updating the Donor Wall will be something we hope to have to do regularly. When we look back at 
the donations that got the Museum off the ground, we see donations of all amounts but many larger 
donations from the corporate community. We believe that once again we must enlist the support of 
businesses large and small to sustain us in the future. 
 
Another thing we saw when we looked backwards to see the future was that our Society Policy 
Manual that needed updating. This is the document that helps orient new Board members, guides 
staff and overall dictates how we operate. It was a slow and deliberate process that brought the 
document up to date and allowed us to familiarize ourselves with its often painfully thorough detail. 
We must thank Herb Robinson for guiding us through and correcting the many drafts. 
 
If 2017 is any indication of the future, we are on the right track. Attendance numbers hit a recent if 
not all time high. We ended the year with a surplus.  
At present, there are 186 members and membership is on the rise and in particular Lifetime 
Memberships.  
 
In looking back on the minutes of the Board meetings from the past year, one paragraph in particular 
caught my attention. It was a comment from our new manager after a month or so on the job getting 
settled in and learning about the Museum and Jasper. Rob commented simply ‘the Museum is well 
supported in the Community; everyone wants to support it one way or another ’.  I hope we as a 
Board can continue to guide an organization worthy of that support. 
 
Warren Waxer, 
Past President, 
Jasper -Yellowhead Historical Society.   

 
Continued from page 2) 
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 Wow, I cannot believe it has been almost a whole year since I 
moved to Jasper and joined the team here at the Jasper-Yellowhead 
Museum & Archives.  When I accepted the Manager’s position last 
year in February I really wasn’t sure what it would be like living and 
working here in Jasper.  However, the staff, board, volunteers and 
residents have made me feel welcome and made the transition easy 
for me.  I would like to thank the staff and board for all their help to 
ensure that I was brought up to speed in a smooth and timely manner.  
The staff was a great help and was always there for me when I had 
many questions about the processes and workings of the museum.  It 
has been a huge learning curve for me this past year but I think that I 
am finally feeling comfortable in my new position. 
 2017 was a busy one for everyone here at the museum.  With 
Canada150, we were not quite sure how things would play out but in 
the end, we had a very successful year.  We set all time admission 
numbers with close to 9,000 paid admissions coming through our 
doors and combine that with non-paying admissions from people 
attending special events, facility rentals, school groups etc. we had 
just over 12,200 people come through our doors.  Let us hope that 
2017 was not just an anomaly and that the admissions will continue to 
increase year after year.  I hate to say it but we love rain here at the 
museum so with a little help from Mother Nature I am sure we can 
continue to increase our numbers. 
 Our membership continues to be strong and is the life and blood 
of this organization.  Without our strong membership who contribute 
not only financially but by coming out to events and volunteering their 
time this museum would not be where it is today.  From talking with individuals from within the museum 
community, the Jasper-Yellowhead Museum & Archives are the envy of Alberta because of the commitment 
that the people of Jasper have towards the museum and we should all be proud of that. 
 When I first started as manager in early April, intern manager Karen and her staff pretty much had 
everything planned out for the year when it comes to exhibits and programming and boy was it filled with 
lots of things to do and check out.  The year started with art shows in our Showcase and Alcove Galleries by 
Jason Bartziokas, Georges Tremel, Forget Me Not Metis Rose by Lisa Shepherd and Kristi Bergman, 
Jewels of Jasper by Wijk, Rico Hikarie – Light Art.  During the summer, we had exhibits on Cutting Ties in 
Jasper National Park, Bear’s in the Alley, The Exuberant Times a Russel Ruddy Story and we finished off 
the year with an art exhibit by Lisa Wilkinson and our major fundraiser The Festival of Trees. 
 The staff put together weekly Coffee Hours, a spring and fall outing to Lucerne and the Jasper Airstrip, 
we had monthly mini outings to the Legion, and we visited a number of historical houses in Jasper and 
conducted an Athabasca Historical Interpretive Walk.  There were talks by Kirsten Schmitten on the Icefields 
Parkway and Dr. Peter Murphy about the Cutting Tie Operation in the Whirlpool Valley.  Ian MacLaren gave 
a talk about his research on famous artist and storyteller Paul Kane; and we had the pleasure of having 
Colleen Skidmore here at the museum to launch her new book on Mary Schaffer – Women Wilderness 
Photography.  Chris Dunlop (Z.O.) had his model trains setup in our Bridgland Room; we collaborated with 
Habitat for the Arts to show a number of old Joe Couture ski movies at the Dead Dog and we had an 
unveiling of the Kookum Statue that now resides in our front garden. 
 Something new we tried this year; the museum collaborated with Maligne Lake to offer interpretation 
twice a week up at Maligne from Mid June to Mid Sept.  Karen was a real trooper as she battled everything 
from the cold, rain, snow, sun and heat to educate locals and tourists about the history of the area.  It was a 
huge success and we are hoping to be able to do it again this year as well as possibly expanding it to other 
areas of Jasper National Park. 
 

 Keeping our museum the envy of Alberta.  AGM 2018 
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  Keeping our museum the envy of Alberta. AGM 2018….continued   

 Throw in fundraisers for Taste of the Town, Castor Tail sales during Jasper in January Street fest, 
Canada Day BBQ and Beer Gardens, the Duck Race and you can see it was a jam packed year for all of us. 
 In our Collections and Archives, Dee Dee Bartlet and Karen Byers continue to do a great job of making 
sure everything runs smoothly.  Each month our accessions committee meets to go over an endless list of 
artifacts that have been donated to the museum for our collection.  Once we have decided which artifacts we 
would like to keep it is Karen and Dee Dee’s responsibility to accession them.  They are the experts in that 
area so I pretty much leave them alone and don’t get in their way. 
 Val Delill did a great job this past year when it came to our exhibits and special programming, see 
above for the complete list.  Val worked closely with Dr. Peter Murphy and was able to get the “Cutting Ties” 
in Jasper National Park exhibit finished in time for display over the summer busy season.  Val also setup the 
“Bears in the Alley” exhibit for the summer; locals and visitors to the park very well received both exhibits.   
 Val was very successful in getting three grants in support of the Athabasca River Heritage Awareness 
Project for Canada 150 and The Jasper Timeline Publication Project; Deb Joly joined Val for the summer 
and between the two of them did an amazing job on both projects. See Val’s report for more details.  
Unfortunately, because we did not receive the staffing grant from the Alberta Museum’s Association for an 
Exhibits Coordinator Val will be ending her stint here at the museum in early May.  We wish her well in her 
future endeavours and she will be sorely missed.  Grants these days are harder and harder to get due to the 
limited amount of money available and the increase in the number of applications, so we need to be more 
creative on how we raise money for the museum. 
 In our Gift Shop, we are pleased to have Margret Bealy join our team this past summer.  Margret’s 
warm personality and great sense of humor has been a wonderful addition.  Margret has done a great job to 
ensure we carry items that are unique including a wide range of historical books of Jasper, Alberta and even 
Canada.  We want to be the one stop shop for books and unique gift ideas in Jasper and I think we are well 
on our way.   
 Our wonderful museum probably would not be around today if it were not for the amazing group of 
volunteers who put in many hours for the museum.  Thank you to Anna-Marie & Sheila Couture, Warren 
Waxer and their many helpers for their hard work on the many fundraising activities they pull together each 
year.  Thank you to Pat Bell and Bert Wade who help each Tuesday and Friday respectively in the 
Collections and Archives.  Thank you to Janice Yeaman & Wayne Kennedy for pulling together an amazing 
spread of food for the Festival of Trees reception and for Wayne for managing our Facebook page and 
ensuring our events and activities are front and centre on social media.  Thank you to Rieko Okazaki and 
Rogier Gruys for always being available to run our bar during special events and for helping out whenever 
we need them.  Thank you to David Harrap for managing our used book store which helps bring in much 
needed funds for the museum and for looking after our front garden even when I happen to almost kill the 
flowers he planted because I didn’t water them.  Thank you to the board of directors and committee 
members for putting in many hours to ensure that we continue to move forward on our strategic plan.  Most 
importantly, I want to thank every single volunteer who has supported the museum this past year, whether it 
is one hour or 100 hours every bit helps ensure our museum stays the envy of Alberta. 
 It has been a very exciting year but we still have many challenges ahead of us but with the continued 
support of the volunteers, board and committee members, staff and the community the future looks bright.
   
       Rob Hubick, Manager, Jasper-Yellowhead Museum and Archives. 
 
 

Are you familiar with the Ice Axe that we have on display at the Jasper-Yellowhead Museum & Archives 
from the 1925 climb of Mt. Alberta by the Japanese climbing group lead by Yuko Maki?  Well we have 

received a new artifact to add to our current ice axe display and collection.  The Japanese Alpine Club has 
generously agreed to donate a replica ice axe that was gifted to them a few years ago by the US Alpine Club 
in recognition of the original 1925 climb.  A representative from the Japanese Alpine Club in Tokyo, Satcha 

Masuda was here along with Paul Geddes, for an official handing off ceremony that will took place on 
Monday, August 13th at 11 am in the museum.   
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 Jasper Internment Camps and Yellowhead Road Camps 

 

 

Now showing in our Showcase Gallery is   
“Enemy Aliens”, a story of the Internment Camps in 
Canada, 1914 – 1920. The exhibition also features a 
special tribute to the Jasper Internment Camp.  This 
traveling Exhibition was produced by the Canadian 
War Museum in Partnership with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation and has been 
made possible by a Grant from the Endowment 
Council of the Canadian First World War Internment 
Recognition Fund.  The exhibition will run until  
Sunday, Sept. 30th, 2018. 

The National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC), 
BC Parks and the Columbia Basin Institute are pleased to 
invite you to visit the Yellowhead Blue River Highway 
Project’s interpretive signage at the Mt Robson Visitor 
Centre.  Over the past three years, these organizations 
have worked hard to recognize the contributions Japanese 
Canadians made to the development of Canada’s highway 
and the hardships they endured during the Second World War. Forcibly separated from their 
families, these men worked on the Yellowhead-Blue River highway project that spans from Blue 
River, BC into the Jasper area of Alberta.  
A booklet “Yellowhead—Blue River Highway Road Camps” has stories of the Geikie, Decoigne, 
Yellowhead and Lucerne camps an is available at the Mt Robson Info Centre.  
 

Yellowhead Camp. Courtesy Mary Kitagawa 
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Lifetime Membership 

 A Lifetime Membership is $500 per person with a tax receipt of $500.  
 Lifetime Members get the same entitlements as members, free unlimited museum admission, 

10% off all purchases at the museum gift shop, the semi-annual newsletter, use of the 
member’s library and invitations to special events. 

 Members receive a special edition laminate life time membership card. 
 Lifetime memberships can also be purchased as a gift or in memory of someone.  It would 

make a perfect birthday, Christmas or anniversary gift for that person who just has everything. 
For more information or to purchase a Lifetime Membership, please contact any Board Member    

or email board@jaspermuseum.com  

 
 Remember ALL memberships are important! Please renew yours when it expires! 

Did you know you can apply a donation to a community non-profit organization at TGP, The 
Grocery People, formerly Super A!  Of the several groups currently registered, The Jasper 
Yellowhead Museum is one. It costs you nothing to have The Grocery People donate on your  
behalf. 
Prior to paying remember to ask the cashier to have your donation go to the “Museum Fund”. 
 

 
We have a Donation tin setup at the cash register at Robinson’s Foods on Connaught Drive, so 
when you are cashing out and you have a few coins or bills in your pocket that are burning a hole 
please consider donating it to the museum.  Every single dollar helps us with our programming 
and exhibits.  Robinson’s Foods have also been a long-time supporter of the museum and we 
greatly appreciate their support as well. 

 
Shop local, it is important to both the museum and our local businesses!  
 

Thanks to TGP - Your Jasper Grocer and  Robinsons Foods  

 Annual Memberships  
Membership has its perks, please support the history of Jasper and area by becoming a member.  
Membership (includes GST)  Individual    $30.00 per year. 
          Family         $50.00 per year. 
          Patron        $100.00 per year  with a $70 tax receipt for individuals  
            and a $50 tax receipt for a family membership. 
Membership in the Jasper Yellowhead Historical Society needs to be renewed yearly, with the 
exception of a life membership. Membership gives you free admission and gift shop discounts.   
The Historical Society fundraises and supports /oversees our Jasper Museum and Archives.  

 
Remind our elected Jasper Councilors that the Jasper Museum   

needs and appreciates their municipal support ! 

mailto:board@jaspermuseum.com
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The Gift of Giving 

 In Memory of Cynthia Dianne Ball, almost 58,  
 
Cynthia once wrote in a poem: 
 Above all, remember:  
 friends are priceless.  
 The memories we’ve made  
 will last an eternity even  
 if distance or fate should  
 come between us.  

Cynthia chose to support three causes including our 
Jasper Museum and asked that any donations be 
directed to the Jasper Museum or Sorrentino’s 
Compassion House or the Canadian Blood 
Services.   

Consider giving a portion of your estate to the JYHS in order to assist in long term survival and the 
furthering of Society goals and dreams. Such a gift can be set up at any stage of life! 
It is recommended that you inform the Jasper Yellowhead Historical Society of your donation either 
by letter or by providing them with a copy of the page of your will with your donation.  If you are 
considering putting restrictions on the donation please talk to the Jasper Yellowhead Historical 
Society first to be sure that your restrictions can be accommodated.  

 
The National Parks issued metal  plaques to be attached to the radiator or front bumper of all 

vehicles entering the parks  from 1925 to 1940. For the first three years these plates were issued 

without dates, using copper for 1925, aluminum for 1926 and brass for 1927. In later years, dates 

were added but the sequence of copper, aluminum and brass was continued. Minor modifications 

were later made to the design including a change from the walking buffalo (1925-31) to a standing 

buffalo (1932-40). The size of the badge is three inches high and four inches wide and is a 

considerable improvement over the old windshield sticker. It is guaranteed absolutely rust proof. 

 National Park Vehicle Entry Plaques 1925-1940 

 
 

Limited Edition 

Replicas of  the 

Buffalo Plaques 

are available in 

the Jasper 

Museum Gift 

Shop. $20.00 
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Outreach Exhibit  at the Jasper Activity Centre  

Outreach Exhibit Museum Display Case 
In the Activity Centre.  

 
“Jasper Then & Now; 601 - 627 Patricia St.”   

 
Sheila’s display highlights what the streetscape looked like in 

the 1940’s compared to 2018.  Her display will run until 
September, 2018.  

Inquiries and ideas:      Sheila Couture   (780) 852-4949         
Email: jns@incentre.net 

 

Summer  Outings  

 

Friday, August 10th
 at 10:30am  “Bears in The Alley”.   

 
Karen gave a special talk at Alpine Seniors Lodge. Many 
attended. Goodies and refreshments were provided by the 
lodge. 

Our last mini outing for the summer was  
 
Tuesday, August 21

st
, at 10:30am  

at Quinto & Rita Odorizzi’s home  
200 Geikie Street 
 
Come out and learn all about the history of this “A” listed house 
in the Jasper Townsite Historic Building Survey.  Remember 
your coffee cup and bring a chair.  Admission is free but 
donations are graciously accepted.  We will be serving coffee, 
tea and baking that have been generously donated by “The 
Other Paw Bakery”.   
Thank you to Kimberley for her generous support to the 
museum! 

mailto:jns@incentre.net
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Showcase Gallery  
Enemy Aliens,  

a story of the Internment Camps in Canada,  
1914 – 1920,  

Tuesday July 3
rd

 – Sunday Sept. 30
th

, 2018.   
 
Alcove Gallery    

Dress up for photos in an historic costume  
over the summer and enjoy children's activities.  

 
Bridgland Room (meeting room) 
Our  Annual Summer Book Sale has filled the room, 
books will offered to the September Long Weekend. 
 

The Bridgland Room is open for rental, by the day 
or half day. 

The Showcase Gallery can also be rented for your 
events.  

Please contact the Museum for availability and 
cost.  

Summer Hours : 

Museum  
Daily 

10 am to 5 pm  
 

Archives 
Monday to Friday 

10 am to 4 pm 

Please phone for appointment 

 

JYHS Board 

board@jaspermuseum.org 

Rob Hubick  

manager@jaspermuseum.org  

Dee Dee Bartlett  

collections@jaspermuseum.org 

Karen Byers 

archives@jaspermuseum.org  

Margret Bealy 

giftshop@jaspermuseum.org 
 

www.jaspermuseum.org 
Jasper Museum on Facebook  

The Museum reminds members by email or 

by Facebook for upcoming events. Talk to 

the  museum if you wish to be added to the 

email list  or phone list. 

 
  

Signal Production  - Wayne Kennedy  

Jasper-Yellowhead Museum &Archives 
400 Bonhomme Street, Jasper , Alberta    780 852 3013 

The Jasper Yellowhead Museum and Archives,  the repository 

for the history of Jasper. Remember the Museum when you are 

wondering what to do with pictures and artifacts from the Jasper 

and Yellowhead area. And remember the museum for local 

historical research. Support Jasper's Museum.  

 

Fred’s Book Nook 
on the Museum’s 
main floor offers 
donated books year 
round for a 
suggested 
donation. The 
Nook’s excess get 
stored for the 
annual summer 
book sale.     


